
Douglas A-26C Invader

  

The Douglas A-26 was the fastest  bomber in the USAAF inventory, and went on to serve the
US and Allied  nations for many years. It was conceived as a replacement for the  company's
A-20 "Havoc/Boston", as well as the North American B-25  "Mitchell" and Martin B-26
"Marauder" medium bombers.

 Development began in 1940, led by the prolific Edward Heinemann, with  the XA-26A prototype
taking to the air on July 10, 1942. In June 1942,  the contract was amended to include a second
prototype, the XA-26B, with  forward-firing guns installed in a solid nose. Extensive testing 
resulted in a standard arrangement of six .50 caliber machine guns.  Weapons capacity was
rated at 6,000 pounds of internal and external  stores - a full ton more than the Marauder.

 Invaders first saw combat on June 23, 1944, with the Fifth Air Force in  the Pacific. They also
served in the European theater, starting in  September 1944. A total of 1,355 B-models were
produced at Douglas  plants in Long Beach, CA and Tulsa, OK.

 Later in development, the A-26C featured a glassed-in nose compartment  for the bombardier
and higher-rated, water-injected R2800 engines. A  strengthened wing allowed it to carry an
additional 2,000 lbs of bombs  or up to 14 five inch rockets, along with six wing mounted .50
caliber  machine guns. Douglas delivered 1,091 C models.

 Post-war (re-designated B-26) Invaders flew day and night interdiction  missions in Korea.
Even more powerful and heavily armed K models, known  as "Counterinvaders," flew
interdiction in Vietnam.

 As further proof of its adaptability, many surplus Invaders were  converted to business use, with
a passenger compartment in place of the  bomb bay. Its high cruise speed made the A-26 the
fastest executive  transport available prior to the Learjet.
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Douglas A-26C Invader

 The A-26C on display; serial No. 44-35710, was manufactured at the  Douglas AircraftCompany, Tulsa Oklahoma and delivered to the USAAF on  May 20, 1945. The first assignmentwas with the 10th Air Force in  Karachi, India in August 1945. After the end of WWII it wasreturned to  the US and put into storage. In April 1947 to 173rd Fighter Squadron  (Air NationalGuard) Lincoln AP, NE. The rest of the assignments are as  follows: November 1948 to 122ndBombardment (Light) Squadron (ANG) New  Orleans AP LA. In April 1951, transferred toLangley AFB, VA. January  1952, to 424th Bombardment Squadron (Tactical Air Command),Langley AFB,  VA. June 1954, to 102nd Bombardment Squadron (Air National Guard),  FloydBennett Field, NY. July 1955, to 2500th Air Base Wing (Continental  Air Command), MitchellAFB, NY. October 1956, to 38th Tactical  Bombardment Wing (US Air Forces Europe), LaonAB, France. It was retired  from military service as surplus in March 1958. The Cavanaugh Flight Museum added 44-35710 to its collection in 2008.  The aircraft ispainted in the color scheme of the 69th Tactical  Reconnaissance Group of the 9th Air Force,WWII.   *This  Aircraft is available for your airshow!*          ENGINES     Pratt & Whitney R-2800 developing 2,000 h.p.      ARMAMENT     6 - .50 cal. machine guns in wings; 2 - .50 cal.  machine guns in remote-controlled dorsal turret; 2 - .50 cal. machine  guns in remote-controlled ventral turret  & up to 6,000 lbs of  ordnance (4,000 lbs. in bomb bay and 2,000 lbs. external on the wings)      WING SPAN     70 feet       LENGTH     50 feet       HEIGHT     18 feet, 3 inches       MAX TAKEOFF WEIGHT    35,000 pounds       CREW     3       MANUFACTURED BY     Douglas Aircraft Company      TOTAL BUILT     Over 2,400       FIRST BUILT     July, 1942       MUSEUM'S AIRCRAFT BUILT    May 1945       ON DISPLAY AT     Cavanaugh Flight Museum, Addison Airport (KADS), Dallas, Texas      MAXIMUM SPEED     355 m.p.h.       RANGE     1,400 miles       SERVICE CEILING     22,000 feet       Serial Number     44-35710         
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http://www.cavanaughflightmuseum.com/airshow_warbirds.html

